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What is the NBN?

Coverage 
of 100% of 
premises

Wholesale 
only 

National 
pricing –
cross 
subsidies 
to regions

• NBN will be ubiquitous.  100% of businesses and homes will be served with a 
network that covers the whole country using 3 technologies:

– 93% fibre to the home (towns >1000 and as few as 500 if near backhaul)

– 4% fixed wireless using newly built network 

– 3% satellite (2 new satellites to be launched with improved interim solution)

– Broadband experience on NBN wireless and satellite will be better than 
most urban Australians experience now

• Unlike Telstra, NBN Co will be wholesale only and will make access available 
to all service providers on an equivalent basis. It will not have an incentive to 
discriminate against particular providers

• To greatest extent possible, across 3 technologies, NBN Co intends to have 
standardised approach to products and pricing.

• NBN Co intends to offer a service at a Uniform Wholesale National Price no 
matter where premises are located.  

• Only a ubiquitous national network can support this cross subsidy to the 
regions to enable the equitable provision across the country of social, 
economic and productivity benefits like education & telemedicine



• Tasmania : The first services are already available in Tasmania through 
6 service providers: iiNet, Internode, Primus, Exetel , Telstra and Aurora.

• Regional Backhaul for NBN: 4241km of 6000km of fibre already laid, 
with Geraldton (WA) and Victor Harbor (SA) links completed and offering 
services to access seekers.

• 1st Release sites (5 locations on mainland): construction is nearing 
completion with first trial services to commence in April. 

• 2nd Release sites (19 locations): construction will commence later this 
year.

The NBN is already being rolled out



Six retail service 
providers are offering 
services in Tasmania

•Primus

•Internode

•iiNet

•Exetel

•Telstra

•Aurora



First Release Sites – construction nearing completio n

Fibre connection 
consents 62%

Fibre connection 
consents 78%

Fibre connection 
consents 91% Fibre connection 

consents 51%

Fibre connection 
consents 88%



First and Second Release Sites

Second release 
sites

Major cities
First release sites



Regional Backbone Blackspots Program – over 4000km comp leted



Coverage of the National Broadband Network
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The benefits of the NBN and the digital economy wil l be realised
across all industries and sectors

Examples Sectors Example applications

Health 
services

Education

Infrastructure 
and the 
environment

• In home monitoring
• Patient-controlled electronic records
• Remote triage and diagnosis
• Doctor and specialist training via 

videoconferencing
• Online rehabilitation (eg, Nintendo Wii)

• Smart grids to optimise energy use and minimise 
waste

• Improving water efficiency in agriculture (70 per 
cent of water use across the globe)

• Traffic flow management
• Teleworking
• Remote mining and agriculture equipment use
• Next generation logistics management

• Online learning materials
• Online libraries
• Remote interactive classrooms
• Collaborative online tools













Minister for Broadband, Communications & Digital Economy
Stephen Conroy

Address to ATUG 2011 Conference, 1 April 2011

National Broadband 
Network


